
 
 

 

ELECTRONIC SIGNATURE AS A TOOL FOR DYNAMIZING THE ECONOMY 

In the dynamism of the society we live in, we are exposed to a world of constant technological changes 
and multiple information it can come from reliable and not so reliable sources. 

These changes are reflected in the way business is developed today, due to the growth of e-commerce 
or e-business, companies are looking to provide their users with electronic tools that allow them to 
simplify processes in the services they provide. 

Therefore, the acquisition of a goods or services is now done online, as well as consultations of 
processes by public institutions, among others, with the aim that these consultations in administrative 
procedures become fully accredited electronically. 

Technological advancement has led several countries in Latin America to create laws related to 
electronic signature, such as Colombia, Chile, Costa Rica, Argentina, Ecuador, Guatemala, Uruguay, and 
Mexico. 

For this reason, in 2015 the Salvadoran State approved the "Electronic Signature Law", intended to 
provide Public Institutions with tools that allow them to protect the information of administers and 
entities that provide their services electronically. 

The abovementioned Law is intended to provide legal value to electronic signatures in relation to the 
autograph signature, the Law references that there are two types of electronic signatures: the simple 
electronic signature and the certified electronic signature, in relation to its probative validity; Article 6 
of the Law of Electronic Signature, establishes that the simple electronic signature will not have 
evidential validity, the only one that will have faculty of proof is the certified electronic signature. 

In relation to simple electronic signature, the law defines it as "the data in electronic form, consigned 
data message or logically associated with it, which are used to identify the signature in relation to the 
data message, the signer approves the information collected in the data message". 

As for the certified electronic signature, the law defines it as "data in electronic form, recorded in a data 
message, or logically associated with, allowing identification of the signatory, and data signature 
creation are in exclusive control of the signatory, which allows it to be detectable for any subsequent 
changes to the content of the message". 

In this matter, the law creates a security system in the transmission of information during the provision 
of services, in public institutions, and in its relations with each state body or in its relations with its 
administrations in order to make more efficient procedures and validations. 



 
 

 

The Electronic Signature Law is governed by general principles such as authenticity, integrity, 
confidentiality, security, among others, with the aim of preventing external attacks (interception of the 
message, espionage, and modification of data or impersonation) from services offered electronically. 
The law adopted an asymmetric system, it generates keys to access information that is transmitted in a 
process, diligence, or resolution in a particular public institution, in a relationship with the administered 
or, where appropriate, between two individuals. 

The Public Key is known by the user of the service and the Private Key is only known by the person to 
whom it was assigned, the implementation of both keys are necessary to access the information that 
has been sent. 

As we can observe with the approval of this Law, Information and Communication Technologies (TICS) 
are implemented in the administrative area, the benefits of the implementation of this law are seen in 
international, national and state relations with the Private company. 

Therefore, the Electronic Signature is an indispensable tool to finalize a Diligence, a Contract, or a 
Resolution, validating the information in a virtual platform; however, it is important to know about the 
legal responsibilities and the evidentiary faculties that require the use of The Electronic Signature, to be 
used correctly. 

Do not hesitate to contact us for more information on this topic. 
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